
1 .l A conservat ion a r e a i s "an a r e a of s p e c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l o r
h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t , t he  cha rac te r o r appearance of which i t is
d e s i r a b l e t o preserve or enhance". There can be no uniform
standard a g a i n s t which the charac te r of an area can be measured,
s o i t is necessary t o eva lua te s e p a r a t e l y t h e p a r t i c u l a r m e r i t s
of p o t e n t i a l conservat ion a r e a s t o e s t a b l i s h whether they a r e
worthy of designat ion.

1.2 Department of the Environment circular 12/81 encourages l o c a l
planning a u t h o r i t i e s t o keep the  des ignat ion of conservat ion
a r e a s under review and t o cons ider whether more a r e a s should be
designated, e s p e c i a l l y when l o c a l p lans a r e being prepared.

1.3 A l o c a l p lan f o r the ColeshiI.1 and Kingsbury a r e a s has a l r eady
been prepared by the Council, and t h e r e has been ex tens ive  pub l i c
c o n s u l t a t i o n on its proposals. Amongst them is a proposal
(paragraph 9.17 of the Plan) which s t a t e s t h a t :

"It is proposed t o des ignate an a r e a around Old Church
Road i n Water Orton a Conservation Area."

The Council has t h e r e f o r e a l r eady i d e n t i f i e d t h e need t o
des ignate a conservat ion a r e a i n Water Orton.

2.1 The western end of Old Church Road is the o l d e s t remaining p a r t
of the v i l l a g e of Water Orton. It marks the o r i g i n a l s i t e of
the medieval se t t l emen t of Oveerton. Po t t e ry remains have been
found i n t h i s area which d a t e back t o the 12 th Century,
i n d i c a t i n g t h e r h i s t o r i o a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the se t t lement . This
l o c a t i o n overlooks a r i v e r c ross ing , which remains i n t h e form of
t h e Bishop Vesey br idge , b u i l t i n 1520. The o r i g i n a l Water
Orton church w a s s i t e d here too. Although this bu i ld ing has now
gone, a s tone c r o s s - which is dated 1347 - remains i n t h e o ld
churchyard. The manor house of the medieval v i l l a g e  a l s o used
t o stand i n t h i s a rea , c l o s e t o t h e jucnt ion of Old Church Road
and Minworth Road. This is r e f l e c t e d i n the s t r e e t name 'Manor
House Lane1.

2.2 There a r e s e v e r a l l a r g e detached houses, t h e most important of
which a r e The Chestcuts - a 15th Century house, and Wakefield
House - a 17th Century timber-framed house. Both a r e Li s t ed
buildings. I n a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e a r e seve ra l o t h e r l a t e r detached
dwell ings i n the a r e a - notably a 17th Century house opposi te
Wakefield House, Orton Cottages on Minworth Road, and Orton
Lodge.


